THE   REBUILDING   OF   LONDON
narily English, and yet a gesture worth the expense and the
trouble. The trumpets and the kettle drums, the banners and
the liveries, brought animation to the ruins and assurance to
Londoners that their affliction was to have an end. The nearest
approach possible to laying a foundation for the new city, it was
given the ceremony it deserved.
Once rebuilding had started, the proprietors of the land
required for enlargement were the chief obstacle to progress.
At first they flatly refused to sell. When the trustees replied
with a royal order forbidding them to build, they countered by
setting impossible prices on their holdings. Deadlock followed,
the trustees pressing on with the inner quadrangle, which was
not affected. The heavy expense, the steadily mounting figure
of their borrowings, and fears of the greed of the proprietors
forced them to seek all possible ways of economizing. In
September and October 1668 they even contemplated reducing
the size of the building and the number of shops proposed. The
lessees of the old shops supported this, stating that the number
originally contemplated would ruin them. Their sub-tenants
pressed for the larger scheme, urging that it would be the
making of the place.1 Charles declared for enlargement, and
reduction was accordingly abandoned. Negotiations with the
proprietors were restarted, with no greater success than before.
If the trustees' offer of fifteen years' purchase of one-third of the
rack rental was somewhat low, the pretensions of the other side
were fantastic. Of one, the committee 'judgeing the proposi-
tions very unreasonable desired him to think of more moderate
termes against another meeting'; of another, *hee demanding
one thousand pounds, the committee thought itt so unreason-
able, that they layd aside the thoughts of any further treaty
with him'.8 Edward Jerman's death at the end of 1668 was
' another blow, only mitigated by the declaration of Thomas
Cartwright, the contracting mason, that he was 'master of the
1 The battle was carried into print- see the anonymous poem - *Londons Nonsuch
or the Glory of the Royal Exchange* (1668), which supported the cause of the sub-
tenants*
* Extracts> p. 88*
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